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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 


of  the 


Urban  District  Council  of  Hornsea 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1937. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  slightly  higher  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  but  the  death  rate  shews  a noteworthy  increase 
mainly  due  to  the  deaths  of  a number  of  aged  persons  during  the 
first  quarter.  The  death  rate  of  the  District  exceeds  that  of  the 
country  as  a whole.  The  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
have  been  low  and  I am  happy  to  record  that  complete  recovery 
has  occurred  in  each  case.  Only  one  new  case  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  has  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

Important  schemes  in  connection  with  the  drainage  of  the 
District  are  under  consideration  and  work  upon  them  will  com- 
mence in  the  early  part  of  the  coming  year.  These  schemes 
comprise  a piped  surface  water  outfall  from  the  Stream  Dyke, 
a storm  water  drain  for  the  relief  of  the  sewage  system  in  periods 
of  heavy  rainfall  and  a new  main  sewage  outfall  to  replace  the 
existing  one,  which  is  in  need  of  repair  and  is  of  insufficient 
diameter  to  take  the  volume  of  effluent. 


Rainfall . 


The  rainfall  during  the  year  was  exceptionally  heavy,  31.09 
inches  being  recorded.  The  maximum  monthly  reading  of  4.98 
inches  was  registered  in  December  and  the  minimum  of  0.49 
inches  in  August.  The  average  for  the  ten  previous  years  was 
24.79  inches. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  3,437.73  acres,  inclusive  of  inland  water. 

Resident  Population,  as  computed  by  the  Registrar 


General  (mid  1937) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 


Rateable  Value  £32,557 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  /1 23  15s.  Od. 


Hornsea  is  a seaside  resort  distant  about  16  miles  from  the 
City  of  Hull,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a residential  suburb  of 
the  City.  l'he  district  is  chiefly  agricultural,  and  during  the 
holiday  season  additional  employment  is  afforded  in  connection 
with  seaside  apartments  and  amusements. 

The  average  number  of  unemployed  persons  per  month 
during  1937  was  381,  a considerable  increase  on  last  year’s  figure 
of  143.  Unemployment  is  much  less  prevalent  during  the  summer 
months. 


Total 

45 


Births — Legitimate 


M. 


90 


Illegitimate  1 

Stillbirths  (legitimate) 2 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1 ,000 
population  

Total  M. 

Deaths  62  35 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  population 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 
population  

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age- 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  

Illegitimate  infants  pier  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  for  England 
and  Wales  pier  1,000  births 


F. 

20 

2 

1 

9.9 

14.9 

F. 

27 

13.7 

12.4 

0 

88 

95 

0 

10 

0 

0 

1 
l 

58 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Public  Health  Staff. 

1.  Part  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  engaged 
in  private  general  practice. 

Qualifications  : B.Sc.,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


2.  Part  time  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  to  the  Council. 

Qualifications  : M.I.M.  and  Cy.  E.  (Testamur),  M.R.San.I. 
(San.  Inspector’s  Certificate). 

Health  visiting,  which  includes  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 
is  performed  by  the  Hornsea  Nursing  Association  under  the 
supervision  of  the  County  Council  and  M.O.H. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — Bacteriological  examinations  of  sus- 
pected material  on  which  a diagnosis  is  required  by  medical 
practitioners  is  done  at  the  Hull  Royal  Infirmarv. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — There  is  a well-equipped  private 
motor  ambulance  for  hire  in  Hornsea.  This  renders  adequate 
service  for  the  district. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — For  assistance  in  times  of  illness 
dependence  on  private  nurses  is  necessarv.  The  nurse  of  the 
Hornsea  Nursing  Association  also  visits  the  homes  of  sick  persons 
to  give  nursing  attention  when  requested,  and  when  her  maternity 
engagements  permit. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — Hornsea  has  its  own  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre  under  the  management  of  the  Hornsea 
Nursing  Association.  The  County  Council  and  the  Hornsea 
U.D.C.  both  contribute  to  the  salary  of  the  nurse  who  must  hold 
the  C.M.B.  qualification. 

The  domiciliary  midwifery  service  (Mid wives’  Act,  1938)  in 
the  District  and  adjoining  rural  area  forms  part  of  her  duties, 
by  arrangement  between  the  County  Council  and  the  Nursing 
Association. 

Hospitals. 

Hospitals  Isolation. — Cases  of  infectious  disease,  other  than 
Smallpox,  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Driffield, 
a distance  of  17  miles  from  Hornsea. 

Any  case  of  smallpox  which  might  occur  would  be  admitted 
to  the  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Shiptonthorpe. 

Tuberculosis. — Facilities  for  treatment  of  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis requiring  institutional  care  are  provided  for  at  Raywell 
Sanatorium.  Cases  are  also  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
at  the  Clinic  at  Beverley.’ 

Both  the  Driffield  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  Raywell 
Sanatorium  provide  an  ambulance. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — Water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Hull  Corpora- 


tion  and  distributed  by  the  Council  The  Hull  Corporation  earn- 
out all  necessary  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of 
the  water. 

The  quantity  registered  by  the  meter  from  1st  January  to 
31st  December  was  52,753,000  gallons.  The  minimum  weekly 
quantity  supplied  was  872,000  gallons  for  the  week  ended  27th 
November.  The  daily  average  throughout  the  year  was  144,500 
gallons. 

21  new  services  have  been  connected  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  important  extensions  of  the 
sewers  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  unsuually  heavy  rainfall  of  the  year  has  been  responsible 
for  a repetition  of  the  occasional  flooding  at  several  points  ol  the 
sewerage  system  to  which  attention  was  directed  in  last  year’s 
report.  This  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  will,  it  is  confidently 
hoped,  be  remedied  when  the  storm  water  drain,  designed  to  relieve 
the  sewers  of  excessive  surface  water,  is  completed  and  brought 
into  use. 

Closet  Accommodation. — All  the  closets  are  now  on  the  water 
carriage  system. 

Public  Cleansing. — Dry  house  refuse  is  collected  weeklv  bv 
motor  vehicle  and  carts,  and  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping 
on  the  land  south  of  the  new  sea  wall.  The  area  available  is  only 
sufficient  for  about  a further  six  months’  tipping,  and  in  order 
to  make  adequate  provision  for  the  disposal  of  house  refuse  in 
the  future  the  Council  have  the  erection  of  a Refuse  Destructor 
under  consideration. 

There  are  no  cesspools  in  the  populous  and  closely  built  area. 
The  few  cesspools  in  the  rural  area  are  cleansed  by  the  owners, 
and  the  contents  disposed  of  on  the  farmland. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — There  are  no  rivers  in  the  area.  The 
most  important  stream — the  Stream  Dyke— has  been  thoroughly 
cleansed  this  year. 

Construction  of  a piped  outlet  from  the  dyke  to  below  the 
high  water  mark  will  be  commenced  early  in  the  next  year,  and 
will  obviate  the  flooding  of  the  low  lying  land  drained  by  the 
stream  which  has  occurred  from  time  to  time  by  reason  of  the 
action  of  the  tide  banking  up  the  sand  and  so  obstructing  the 
outlet. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area — Systematic  inspection  is 
made  of  the  district  monthly  and  as  occasion  may  require. 


16  notices  to  abate  nuisances  have  been  served  during  the 
year,  15  statutory  and  2 preliminary.  The  nuisances  were 
abated  upon  service  of  the  notices. 

Shops. — Shops  Act,  1934.  Two  Statutory  notices  have  been 
served  and  complied  with. 

Smoke  Abatement. — No  action  has  been  necessary  during  the 
year. 

Swimming  Baths. — There  is  one  privately  owned  swimming 
bath  open  to  the  public  in  the  district.  The  bath  has  a capacity 
of  20,000  gallons  and  is  filled  with  sea  water.  Before  admission 
to  the  bath,  the  water  is  allowed  to  settle  for  24  hours  in  a sedi- 
mentation tank,  and  during  the  summer  months  when  the  bath 
is  in  use,  the  water  is  completely  changed  daily.  This  frequent 
renewal  ensures  a satisfactory  standard  of  putiry  of  the  water. 
The  intake  to  the  bath  is  situated  over  half-a-mile  from  the 
sewage  outfall  of  the  town. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — No  case  of  infection  of  a house 
with  bed  bugs  has  occurred. 

Schools. — There  are  two  public  elementary  schools,  one  a 
new  building  opened  in  September,  1935.  The  sanitary  condition 
of  them  both  is  entirely  satisfactory.  Their  water  supply  is 
from  the  piped  supply  of  the  district. 

A Camp  School,  owned  by  the  Wakefield  Corporation,  is 
in  course  of  erection.  It  consists  of  five  pavilions  of  timber 
construction  on  brick  foundations.  The  site  is  adjacent  to  the 
public  highway  provided  with  water  main  and  sewer  to  which 
the  pavilions  are  connected. 


Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

(la)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts)  35 

(6)Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  47 


2 (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 


lations,  1925  0 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  t lie  purpose  0 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  3 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ....  4 

2.  Remedy  for  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  and  houses  rendered  un- 
fit in  consequence  of  informal  action  bv  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  14 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  - 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  Id  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 6 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  6 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

( b ) Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  S 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  8 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 


1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  3 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  1 

( d ) Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  193d  : 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ) 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  0 

4.  Housing  Act,  193d — Part  IV.  Overcrowding 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  3 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  5 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  28A 

( b ) Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  2 

( c ) 1 . Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  1 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  7 

( d ) Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  0 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  came  into  force  in  192d.  There 
are  27  dairies  on  the  register  and  approximately  120  cows.  A 
total  of  20  inspections  have  been  made,  10  to  cowsheds  and  10 
to  dairies.  Accredited  and  pasteurised  milk  is  now  sold  in 
Hornsea.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  has  occurred  amongst 
the  milk  workers. 

There  are  five  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  to  which 
five  visits  have  been  made.  No  defects  have  been  found. 

Eight  inspections  have  been  made  of  foods  exposed  for  sale. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis) 


during  1937. 

Total 

Cases 

Disease. 

Cases 

admitted  to 

Total 

notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

1 

0 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

1 

1 

0 

Paratyphoid)  

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

D 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pvrexia  

2 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

Other  diseases  generally 

i 

D 

0 

notifiable  

Analysis  Under  Age  Grout 

0 

s. 

0 

0 

Age  Period. 

Sc 

arlet  Diplith 

Fever. 

eria. 

4 

1 

20—34 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

1 

1 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  Section  66 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  under  Section  176  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory  Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory  Non- 

re>piratorv 

M F M F 

M F M F 

25—34  

0 10  0 

1 0 0 0 

45 — 54 

0 0 0 0 

10  0 0 

Notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  area  is  efficient  , both 
the  fatal  cases  had  been  previously  notified. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  FRENCH,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  B.S., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


